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CONPIDENTIAL SAIGON 3333 

POLLOWING CAN THO TEL SENT 20 MAR ACTION AE SAIGON; INFO DAO SGN 
BEING REPEATED TO YOU: 

CONPIDENTIAL CAN THO 0117 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MILI VS 

SUBJECT: CONTINUING SHORTAGE OP UH-I PLIGHT TIME 

REF: CAN THO 107 

1 . MR4 DEPUTY COMMANDER BG LE VAN HUNG TOLD US MARCH 20 
THAT MOST SERIOUS CURRENT PROBLEM PACING MR4 IS THE SHORTAGE 
OP AUTHORIZED UH-I PLIGHT TIME (REFTEL). HUNG SAID CORP 
COMMANDER HAS REQUESTED JGS AUTHORIZATION FOR 2000 ADDITIONAL 
HOURS. MR4 DIRECT AIR SUPPORT (DAS) COMMANDER TOLD US 
MORNING OF MARCH 21 THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED AUTHORIZATION 
POR 300 ADDITIONAL UH-I HOURS HE REQUESTED EARLIER, BUT NO 
RESPONSE YET TO REQUEST POR 2000 HOURS. MORE THAN 170 OP 
NEWLY-AUTHORIZED 300 HOURS WERE USED POR MEDEVAC SUPPORT 
MISSIONS DURING TWO DAYS THAT MR4 WAS TECHNICALLY OUT OP 
PLIGHT TIME. DAS COMMANDER SAYS SOME MEDEVAC MISSIONS MUST 
BE PLOWN REGARDLESS OP HOURS AUTHORIZED. IN PAST 48 HOURS, LESS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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THAN HALE OP MEDEVAC REQUEST HAVE BEEN FILLED AND NO UH-I COMBAT 
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SUPPORT MISSIONS FLOWN. 

MCNAMARA 
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